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As the world prepares to commemorate 100 years since the First World War, we have compiled a 
selection of titles that engage with the conflict in various ways. Some emerge from the 1914-1918 
period itself and feature footage shot on the front lines, others dramatise events from a critical 
DQG�KLVWRULFDO�GLVWDQFH��DQG�RWKHUV�UHSURGXFH�LW�WKURXJK�GRFXPHQWDU\�DUWLIDFWV�r�ZKDWHYHU�WKHLU�
approach, the lasting legacy of the war is felt throughout.

Connect your audiences with the First World War through a classic film screening. There are titles 
appropriate for educational screenings, films that directly reflect the mood of the time, and classics 
that have come to indelibly characterise the war within the popular consciousness.

To help programme anniversary screenings, films featuring key dates within WWI 
are noted within the brochure, and a full timeline is provided on p26. 

Brochure designed by and © Park Circus Limited, 2014. All rights reserved.
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distribution materials
Some titles are available on DCP. These are marked throughout this brochure with digital . 

marketing materials
We have high res publicity images and copy for each film available for inclusion in your own brochures 
and websites. For some titles we can supply trailers, posters or print ready poster files for you to duplicate 
locally to help promote screenings.

territorY availabilitY 
Note that inclusion of a title within this catalogue does not guarantee rights or print availability for a 
specific territory. Please get in touch for further details.

booking titles 
Please contact your usual sales person to make bookings.

UK Office - for International/UK enquiries:
Park Circus Limited
T: +44 (0) 141 332 2175
E: info@parkcircus.com

France Office - for France enquiries:
Park Circus Films SARL
E: france@parkcircus.com
 
US Office - for US Domestic enquiries:
Park Circus LLC
T: (661) 702 2136
E: us@parkcircus.com
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great films of the great war 
Whilst the reality of battle and the harshness of life during wartime is almost inescapable in the 
films which address the Great War, the extreme circumstances of conflict have also served as a 
backdrop to stories of love, death and the range of human experience. These are not simply great 
war films, they are some of the greatest films ever made.

lawrence of arabia    digital  
Dir: David Lean | 1962 | Sony
6WDUULQJ��3HWHU�2n�7RROH��$OHF�*XLQQHVV��2PDU�6KDULI

One of the screen’s grandest epics, this monumental story recounts 
the life of T.E. Lawrence, better known to the world as Lawrence of 
Arabia: a young British officer assigned to the camp of Prince Feisal, 
an Arab tribal chieftain and leader in a revolt against the Turks.

With Oscar®-winning cinematography, magnificent locations, 
Maurice Jarre’s famed score and a screenplay based on Lawrence’s 
own writings, David Lean’s Lawrence of Arabia is a masterpiece. Over 
the years the film was heavily cut, but in 1988 a reconstruction of the 
film was undertaken. David Lean and original editor Anne V. Coates 
then worked on the film to create Lean’s Director’s Cut. This version 
has now been restored in 4K by Sony Pictures Entertainment, ensuring 
that the film is seen as it was meant to be. The DCP has been created 
to enable the film to be screened in its original roadshow format, with 
the overture, intermission, entr’acte and exit music. 

    Battle of Aqaba (6 July 1917)
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paths of glorY    digital     
Dir: Stanley Kubrick | 1958 | MGM
Starring: Kirk Douglas, Ralph Meeker

Adapting Humphrey Cobb’s novel to the screen, director Stanley Kubrick and 
his collaborators Calder Willingham and Jim Thompson set out to make a 
devastating anti-war statement. They succeeded, going above and beyond the 
call of duty. The film was banned in France for many years. 

In the third year of World War I, a group of morally bankrupt French officers order 
their troops to seize the heavily fortified “Anthill” from the Germans, knowing that 
such an action will be suicidal. When the charge is undertaken with predictably 
appalling results, a handful of French troops refuse to leave the trenches and 
their superiors demand harsh punishments for those involved. This sets in motion  
a series of corrupt political manoeuvres masquerading under the guise of court-
martial proceedings as the officers in charge try to save face. 

Part gritty trench warfare, part courtroom drama, Paths of Glory explores both the 
brutality and bureaucracy of war. Charting battles with the axis and exposing in-
fighting among the allies, Kubrick ruthlessly tallies the human cost accrued when 
power is wielded by the wrong men. 

   
The source novel is partly based on events involving General   

� 5ÃYHLOKDF�LQ�6RXDLQ��)HEUXDU\������
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the african Queen digital     
Dir: John Huston | 1951 | ITV
Starring: Humphrey Bogart, Katharine Hepburn

Three movie giants come together in this classic, 
combining the masterful direction of John Huston 
with the fabulous chemistry of Humphrey Bogart 
and Katharine Hepburn in their only onscreen 
pairing. Bogart won a well-deserved Best Actor 
Oscar® for his role as disreputable riverboat 
captain Charlie, who forms an unlikely alliance 
with Hepburn’s straight-laced Rose. 

Based on the book by C.S. Forester, this wartime 
romantic adventure sees the pair forced to travel 
down a hazardous East African river overlooked by 
enemy fortifications and populated by dangerous 
rapids. As they face these dangers and devise 
an ingenious way to destroy an enemy gunboat, 
both discover new sides to their personalities and 
before long their passionate dislike fades.

The German gunboat in the film, the 
.ÐQLJLQ� /XLVH�� ZDV� LQVSLUHG� E\� WKH�
former World War I vessel MV Liemba 
(known until 1924 as the Goetzen), 
which was scuttled on 26 July 1916 
during the Battle for Lake Tanganyika, 
but was subsequently refloated by the 
British and continues to operate as a 
passenger ferry to this day.

  

sergeant York    
Dir: Howard Hawks | 1941 | Warner Bros. 
Starring: Gary Cooper, Walter Brennan, Joan Leslie

A stirring biography of World War I hero Alvin York, 
featuring Gary Cooper in one of his most famous 
roles as a wild, hard-drinking young man from 
rural Tennessee who finds religion and reforms 
after almost killing a man. 

Alvin goes on to become a pillar of his community, 
but his newfound serenity is disrupted when war 
breaks out. Initially identifying as a conscientious 
objector on religious grounds, Alvin is eventually 
drafted and comes to realise that his duty to his 
fellow soldiers and his country are as important 
as his faith. A model recruit and a crack-shot, 
Alvin emerges as a heroic soldier who succeeds 
in capturing more than a hundred Germans at the 
Battle of Argonne. 

Nominated for 11 Academy Awards®, including Best 
Picture, this moving war drama boasts an Academy 
Award®-winning performance by Cooper. Directed 
by Oscar®-honoree Howard Hawks, Sergeant York 
was selected by the prestigious American Film 
Institute as one of the 400 greatest American films 
of all time, and Alvin York was chosen to join the 
ranks of the 50 Greatest Heroes.

The Meuse-Argonne Offensive was on 
8 October 1918  
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wings   digital

Dir. William A. Wellman | 1927 | Paramount
6WDUULQJ��&ODUD�%RZ��&KDUOHV�o%XGG\p�5RJHUV��5LFKDUG�$UOHQ

Winner of the first ever Academy Award® for Best Picture, Wings is the story of two men who go to war 
and the girl they leave behind. Featuring some of the finest aerial battle sequences in movie history and 
a romantic plotline starring the iconic Clara Bow, Wings is a gripping action film and a moving drama.

Jack (Charles “Buddy” Rodgers) leaves his small town to become a fighter pilot – unaware that his 
sweetheart Sylvia (Jobyna Ralston) is in love with his rival, David (Richard Arlen), and that he has 
attracted the attention of the girl-next-door, Mary (Clara Bow). After enduring the gruelling recruitment 
process together, Jack and David become close friends – a bond that will be cruelly tested by their 
experiences in love and war.

With a cast and crew populated by a number of aviators who had served in WWI, Wings is an authentic 
war film: epic in scale and genuine in its humanist exploration of the devastating results of war.

7KH�%DWWOH�RI�6DLQW�0LKLHO��WKH�ILOPnV�PDMRU�DHULDO�EDWWOH��WRRN�SODFH�IURP�������6HSWHPEHU������

War complicates romances and tests allegiances to the limit. For more wartime love triangles, 
see The Dark Angel (p19), The Spy in Black (p13), Legends of the Fall (p23), Captured! (p24) and 
The Woman Disputed (p25).
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la grande illusion    digital

Dir. Jean Renoir | 1937 | StudioCanal
Starring: Jean Gabin, Pierre Fresnay, Eric von Stroheim

Renoir’s first masterpiece is widely recognised as one the greatest anti-war statements in cinema, and 
one of the best films ever made. By turns tragic and comic, this humanist tale of prisoners of war is a 
permanent fixture in the critical canon.

Following the story of two captured French aviators and their repeated attempts to escape with their 
fellow inmates, La Grande Illusion is a story about unrelenting spirit and shared humanity in the face of 
repression. This was something that Renoir had gone through during his time spent serving time as an 
aviator in the war. Tapping into his own experiences and those of his peers, Renoir was able to produce 
a work that is at once deeply personal and universally resonant. 

The plot of La Grande Illusion was absolutely authentic; it was told to me by a 
QXPEHU�RI� FRPUDGHV� IURP� WKH� n��� �� n���ZDU��SDUWLFXODUO\�3LQVDUG��+H�ZDV�ZLWK�
WKH�ILJKWHUV��ZKLOH�,�ZDV�LQ�UHFRQQDLVVDQFH��6RPHWLPHV�,�KDG�WR�JR�RII�DQG�WDNH�
SLFWXUHV�RI� WKH�*HUPDQ� OLQHV��2Q� VHYHUDO�RFFDVLRQV�KH� VDYHG�P\� OLIH�ZKHQ� WKH�
*HUPDQ�ILJKWHUV�ZHUH�EHFRPLQJ�WRR�LQVLVWHQW��+H�ZDV�EURXJKW�GRZQ�VHYHQ�WLPHV��
ZDV�LPSULVRQHG�VHYHQ�WLPHV��DQG�HVFDSHG�VHYHQ�WLPHV�  Jean Renoir

One of the very first and very finest prison escape movies, for other examples of the genre see 
Captured! and (YHU\WKLQJ�LV�7KXQGHU (both p24)�



lest we forget PAGE 9 

the life and death of colonel blimp     digital     
Dir: Michael Powell, Emeric Pressburger | 1943 | ITV/MGM
Starring: Roger Livesey, Deborah Kerr

A dazzling Technicolor drama about the life of Clive Candy, an English soldier who served in three wars 
(Boer, World War I, World War II), and had relationships with three women along the way (each played 
by Deborah Kerr). 

Shown to be the product of his cumulative experiences, we see Candy develop from a young officer to a 
retired member of the Home Guard, and witness a life punctuated by unlikely friendships, love and loss. 
This a witty war satire with Candy, the stereotypical befuddled British military relic, reminiscing about 
former glories and trying to navigate the unexpected avenues a life in the military has lead him down. 
Powell and Pressburger’s mature approach provides both a knowingly romantic portrait of a career 
soldier and a pointed investigation into the nature of aging, friendship, and obsolescence.

Restored by the Academy Film Archive in association with the BFI, ITV Studios Global Entertainment Ltd., 
and The Film Foundation. Restoration funding provided by Cinema per Roma Foundation, The Film 
Foundation, the Louis B. Mayer Foundation, and The Material World Charitable Foundation.

m(YHU\�WLPH�,�UHYLVLW�7KH�/LIH�DQG�'HDWK�RI�&RORQHO�%OLPS��ZKLFK�LV�RQFH�RU�WZLFH�
D� \HDU�� LW� JURZV� �� LW� EHFRPHV� ULFKHU��:LWK� HYHU\� SDVVLQJ� LQWHUYDO� RI� WLPH� �� DQG�
WKDWnV�ZKDW�WKH�ILOP�LV�DERXW��DIWHU�DOO���LW�VHHPV�WR�KDYH�EHFRPH�PRUH�UHVRQDQW��
PRUH�PRYLQJ��PRUH�SURIRXQG��,nP�IDVFLQDWHG�E\�WKH�XQXVXDO�FKRLFHV�RI�3RZHOO�DQG�
3UHVVEXUJHU��DQG�E\�WKH�VWRU\WHOOLQJ��<RX�FRXOG�VD\�WKDW�LWnV�WKH�HSLF�RI�DQ�RUGLQDU\�
OLIH���$QG�ZKDW�\RX�UHWDLQ�IURP�WKLV�HSLF�LV�DQ�RYHUSRZHULQJ�VHQVH�RI�ZDUPWK�DQG�
ORYH�DQG�IULHQGVKLS��RI�VKDUHG�KXPRU�DQG�WHQGHUQHVV��DQG�D�ODVWLQJ�LPSUHVVLRQ�RI�
WKH�PRVW�HORTXHQW�VDGQHVV�n� Martin Scorsese
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a little princess 
'LU��$OIRQVR�&XDUÍQ�_������_�:DUQHU
Starring: Liesel Matthews, Liam Cunningham

Little seen but critically acclaimed upon its original release, now is the 
perfect time to rediscover Alfonso Cuarón’s magical tale of a young girl 
separated from her soldier father and sent to a New York boarding school 
on the outbreak of war.

Adapted from a novel by Frances Hodgon Burnett (The Secret Garden), 
A Little Princess follows young Sara Crewe as she is forced to leave her 
beloved childhood home in India and move to New York when her father 
enlists to fight for the British. Initially happy in her new surroundings, 
Sara’s exuberance and creativity soon begin to incur the wrath of the 
school bully and its strict headmistress. With unclear news about her 
father arriving from overseas and her situation at school changing, Sara 
struggles to hold onto her dreams and her belief that “every girl is a 
princess”.

Receiving Academy Award® nominations for its art direction and 
cinematography, A Little Princess is a beautiful early example of Cuarón’s 
now trademark visual flair and inventive approach to storytelling.
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oh! what a lovelY war     digital    
Dir. Richard Attenborough | 1969 | Paramount
Starring: Corin Redgrave, Ian Holm, Maggie Smith

Song and dance numbers and all-star cameos thinly veil the starkness of this anti-war satire as it moves 
inexorably from the bright lights of the pavilion to the bleakness of the trenches. Based on a stage 
show of the same name, Richard Attenborough’s adaption stays true to the experimental nature of its 
predecessor whilst rendering it anew in the epic cinematic language of the musical film.

The Smith family attend the latest attraction at Brighton Pier, a vaudeville performance that reimagines 
the tragedy of the war in bawdy music-hall terms, complete with inspiring songs, free prizes and a 
scoreboard toting up the dead. However, when the family’s sons are recruited during a particularly 
rousing number, they pass from the performance into the “real world” of conflict. 

See also: other musicals Darling Lili (p11), Jericho (p22) and for more from Attenborough 
see ,Q�/RYH�DQG�:DU�(p19)
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the enemY within  
The first half of the 20th century represents a period of history unmatched in terms of stark ideological 
divisions that seemingly set one half of the western world against the other. Throughout the world 
ZDUV�DQG�LQ�WKH�LQWHUZDU�SHULRG��WKH�IHDU�RI�WKH�XQNQRZQ�r�RI�WKH�oRWKHUp�r�ZDV�SURQRXQFHG�DQG�
was made manifest through a brand of media-assisted paranoia that made its way deep into 
the wartime psyche. The popular espionage narratives of the time tapped into this paranoia and 
SRVHG�WKH�ORRPLQJ�TXHVWLRQ��ZKDW�LI�LW�ZDVQnW�REYLRXV�ZKR�WKH�RWKHU�ZDV��ZKDW�LI�WKH�RWKHU�OLYHG�
among you, what if the other was a friend, a neighbour or a lover, what if the other was a spy?

dark journeY 
Dir. Victor Saville | 1937 | Cohen
Starring: Vivien Leigh, Conrad Veidt

In one of her earlier film roles, a radiant Vivien Leigh stars as a French double agent living and operating in 
neutral Stockholm when she meets and falls in love with the leader of the German Secret Service (Conrad 
Veidt). Loyal to their countries and in love with each other, the war forms a fraught backdrop to their romance.

darling lili 
Dir. Blake Edwards | 1970 | Paramount
Starring: Julie Andrews, Rock Hudson

Screen legends Julie Andrews and Rock Hudson find love 
amidst the chaos of war in this musical extravaganza 
set in the world of international espionage. Winning 
the affections of Allied troops during the war, Lili Smith 
(Andrews) is an English entertainer who also happens to 
be a German spy. When she is assigned to extract military 
secrets from a dashing American flying ace (Hudson), she 
falls in love and is torn between her alliance to Germany 
and her love for the pilot.
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fraulein doktor 
Dir. Alberto Lattuada | 1969 | Paramount 
Starring: Suzy Kendall, Kenneth More, Capucine

Suzy Kendall stars as Fraulein Doktor, a beautiful young super spy who uses her skills and her charms to 
glean information out of soldiers, scientists and diplomats in order to aid the war effort against the Allies. 
Plotting everything from the death of Kitchener to the theft of a formula for deadly poison gas (later unleashed 
in a brutal battle sequence), Fraulein Doktor is a dangerous weapon hunted every step of the way by an 
exasperated and outwitted British colonel (Kenneth More).

i was a spY 
Dir. Victor Saville | 1933 | ITV
Starring: Madeleine Carroll, Conrad Veidt, Herbert Marshall

Martha (Madeleine Carroll) is a Belgian nurse who uses her 
position of trust to learn about secret German plans from the 
soldiers she meets before passing the information to Allied 
intelligence officers with the help of fellow spy, Stephan 
(Herbert Marshall). When the local Commandant (Conrad 
Veidt) takes an interest in Martha, her cover might be blown.

knight without armour
Dir. Jacques Feyder | 1937 | ITV
Starring: Robert Donat, Marlene Dietrich

Robert Donat (The 39 Steps) is recruited for more espionage 
work playing A. J. Fothergill, a journalist who joins the 
Bolshevik movement as a British spy. Initially imprisoned in 
Siberia after being implicated in an assassination attempt, 
Fothergill is rescued by the Red Army and assigned the 
task of escorting Countess Alexandra Vladinoff (Marlene 
Dietrich) to Petrograd to stand trial. As the two embark on 
their journey, matters become complicated when they fall in 
love and move to make their escape from Russia.

          Outbreak of Russian Civil War (November 1917)  
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the spY in black 
Dir. Michael Powell and Emeric Pressburger | 1939 | ITV
Starring: Conrad Veidt, Valerie Hobson, Sebastian Shaw

Captain Hardt (Conrad Veidt) is ordered 
to take his U-boat to Northern Scotland 
where he must contact a fellow conspirator 
as part of a plan to  sink the British fleet. 
The contact, however, turns out to be a 
beautiful schoolmistress (Valerie Hobson) 
who acts as a go-between with British Navy 
traitor, Lieutenant Ashington (Sebastian 
Shaw). The jealousy between the two men 
over the young woman leads to their plans 
falling apart, with one of them being left to 
complete the mission alone.

secret agent 
Dir. Alfred Hitchcock | 1936 | ITV
Starring: John Gielgud, Peter Lorre, Madeleine 
Carroll

Hitchcock mixes his trademark suspense 
with some deft humour in this spy story. 
John Gielgud plays Edgar Brodie, a novelist 
persuaded by the head of the Secret Service 
to undertake an espionage “commission” 
in Switzerland. He is given a false name, a 
team of two professional agents (Peter Lorre 
and Madeleine Carroll) and his instructions 
– to stop a German spy from receiving 
orders that would devastate the Allied war 
plans.

Zeppelin
'LU��(WLHQQH�3ÃULHU�_������_�:DUQHU
Starring: Michael York, Elke Sommer

Geoffrey Richter-Douglas (Michael York), 
a Scottish officer of German descent, finds 
himself with a conflict of interests after falling 
in love with Stephanie (Alexandra Stewart), a 
German spy. When he informs his superior 
of his plans to elope, Geoffrey is instead 
recruited as a spy who must adopt the 
persona of a British deserter. His assignment 
sees him go undercover to investigate the 
German’s plans to develop a huge Zeppelin. 
When the airship’s test flight unexpectedly 
turns into a live mission – with Geoffrey 
on board – our hero’s perilous position 
becomes even more difficult to maintain.
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take to the skies  
Prior to World War I, military use of aviation was still in its relative infancy. But, as technology 
developed, so too did its application in war. From reconnaissance and spotting to bombing and 
dogfighting, the battle for air superiority became tactically essential and changed the face of 
warfare forever.

No wonder, then, that the figure of the pilot became a topic of keen interest in the media. War 
narratives often harnessed the dramatic potential of the solitary figure sitting at the controls of a 
high-tech machine, undertaking daring missions and manoeuvres with often-tragic consequences. 
The fascination was no more apparent than with that special breed of celebrity pilot, the flying ace 
r�D�ZDUWLPH�KHUR�ZKRVH�H[SORLWV�SURYHG�ULSH�IRU�FLQHPDWLF�GUDPDWLVDWLRQ�

aces high 
Dir. Jack Gold | 1976 | StudioCanal
Starring: Malcolm McDowell, Christopher Plummer

A gritty film following one week in the life of a Royal Flying Corps squadron which carefully recreates the 
realities of aerial combat during the war. Aces High charts the tragically short life expectancy of fighter pilots 
and explores the coping mechanisms employed by those who survive. Malcolm McDowell plays Major 
Gresham, a flying ace tasked with leading an elite squadron. Although a more than capable pilot, Gresham 
has turned to alcohol to avoid the realities of war – and when a naive new recruit is placed under his 
supervision, the strain on Gresham increases.
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the dawn patrol 
Made and remade within a decade, and based on a short story by screenwriter and WWI flight 
instructor John Monk Saunders (Wings, see p7), the tale of the Dawn Patrol is one of the iconic 
flying features of the war. It follows the exploits of a war-weary squadron pushed to the limit by 
the strains of aerial combat and the harsh reality of life as a pilot. Two veterans of the squadron 
are tired of seeing young men die and of being forced into suicide missions by their seemingly 
KHDUWOHVV�FRPPDQGLQJ�RIILFHUV��%XW�ZKHQ�RQH�RI�WKH�DFHV�DVVXPHV�FRQWURO�RI�m$�)OLJKWn��WKH\�FRPH�
to realise that the weight of responsibility is difficult to bear.

the dawn patrol
Dir. Howard Hawks | 1930 | Warner 
Starring: Douglas Fairbanks Jr, Richard Barthelmess

Crewed by a group of wartime aviation and camera experts, The Dawn Patrol 
was Howard Hawks first all-sound film and a huge hit in 1930. Starring 
Douglas Fairbanks Jr and Richard Barthelmess as the two beleaguered aces, 
the film won Saunders an Oscar® for his screenplay.

the dawn patrol
Dir. Edmund Goulding | 1938 | Warner 
Starring: Errol Flynn, David Niven, Basil Rathbone

Edmund Goulding’s 1938 update saw Errol Flynn and David Niven adopt 
the roles of the embittered veterans while Basil Rathbone played the harassed 
commanding officer. For once, audiences saw Flynn and Rathbone fighting for 
the same side, not that that stopped their characters clashing of course. 
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flYboYs 
Dir. Tony Bill | 2006 | MGM
Starring: James Franco, Jean Reno

A dramatic account of the exploits of the Lafayette 
Escadrille; a squadron of American pilots who 
volunteered with the French Air Force in WWI before 
the U. S. had officially entered the conflict. James 
Franco plays Blaine Rawlings, one of several young 
men who enlist for a variety of personal reasons, 
Jean Reno co-stars as their French commanding 
officer.

Lafayette Escadrille is established (21st 
March 1916) 

hellbent for glorY 
(aka lafaYette 
escadrille) 
Dir. William A. Wellman | 1958 | Warner
Starring: Tab Hunter, David Janssen, Will Hutchins

Wings director William A. Wellman returns to his 
time as an aviator during the war for this paean to 
the American volunteers who flew with the French 
Air Force. Thad Walker (Tab Hunter) arrives in Paris 
after being thrown out of his wealthy father’s home, 
and signs up for the Lafayette Escadrille along with 
some other expatriates. Whilst his peers progress 
through training, Thad falls in love with a local girl 
and his priorities change. Later, when he reconnects 
with his battle-experienced friends and America 
joins the war effort, Thad is convinced to sign up, fly 
a mission with the squadron and become a hero.

$PHULFD�MRLQV�::,���WK�$SULO������

von richthofen and 
brown
Dir. Roger Corman | 1971 | MGM
Starring: John Phillip Law, Don Stroud

Cult director Roger Corman offers a fictional account 
of one of the war’s most (in)famous combatants – 
The Red Baron – and the pilot who was rumored 
to have killed him. Corman cuts between German 
and Allied viewpoints, following the distinct paths 
of the titular characters before they converge in a 
climactic final battle.

Death of the Red Baron (21st April 1918)
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man o’war: dw griffith 
7KH�ZDU�FDPH�WR�LQIOHFW�PDQ\�RI�':�*ULIILWKnV�ILOPV��DQG�LQ�WKH�HQG��KLV�JUHDW�SHULRG�RI�ILOPPDNLQJ�
EHJDQ�WR�WDSHU�RII�DIWHU�WKH�$UPLVWLFH��$V�FLQHPDnV�IRUHPRVW�VWRU\WHOOHU�DW�WKH�WLPH��LW� LV�SHUKDSV�
unsurprising that the conflict made its way into several of his films, but his involvement with the 
war went further than this. Invited by the British government to film on actual WWI battlefields, 
Griffith had originally intended to make only a single picture with the material. However, he filmed 
RYHU��������IHHW�RI�ILOP�DQG�GHFLGHG�WR�SURGXFH�WKUHH�WLWOHV��2QH�WKHVH�r�7KH�*UHDW�/RYH�r�LV�VWLOO�
considered lost, the others (+HDUWV�RI�WKH�:RUOG and The Greatest Question) are available for booking.

the girl who staYed at home 
Dir. DW Griffith | 1919 | Cohen
Starring: Carol Dempster, Richard Barthelmess, Robert Harron

A charming film that takes inspiration from the war and explores how 
such extreme circumstances have the potential to mature and even 
ennoble some of those affected. The story concerns two brothers who go 
to Europe to fight, the women who love them and an American expatriate 
living in France who rallies behind his former country.

the greatest Question
Dir. DW Griffith | 1919 | Cohen
Starring: Lillian Gish, Robert Harron

Nellie (Lillian Gish), an orphan, accepts the invitation to live with a kind 
farming family – the Hiltons. Nellie and Jimmie Hilton (Robert Haron) 
become inseparable, but when John Hilton (Ralph Graves) goes off to 
war amidst the threat of poverty, Nellie is forced to leave home and take 
a position as a maid to help with expenses. Her new employers, however, 
are a pair of dark figures from her past.
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hearts of the world 
Dir. DW Griffith | 1918 | Cohen
Starring: Lillian Gish, Dorothy Gish

A poignant and harrowing tale of lovers torn apart by the war; a conflict beyond their comprehension. 
They both lose family members, the girl is nearly driven insane and the boy is wounded and thought lost. 
Made in the heart of the war, with an intensely anti-German propaganda message and some footage 
shot near the actual front lines in France.

isn’t life wonderful?
Dir. DW Griffith | 1924 | Cohen
Starring: Carol Dempster, Neil Hamilton

An intimate and realistic portrait of the 
people driven to despair after WWI by 
a depression that produced the most 
devastating runaway inflation in history. 
Following a family of Polish refugees in post-
war Germany, the film explores how hunger 
pushes some towards a life of crime and a 
callous disregard for their neighbours, while 
others try desperately to hold onto their 
values and ride out the storm.
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love during 
wartime 
a verY long 
engagement 
Dir. Jean-Pierre Jeunet | 2004 | Warner
Starring: Audrey Tatou

The director-actor partnership behind 
Amélie team up again here in a somber 
romantic drama examining the personal 
fallout in the aftermath of the war. Audrey 
Tatou stars as Mathilde, a woman who 
undertakes an obsessive investigation into 
what happened to her fiancée at the Battle 
of the Somme.

 %DWWOH�RI�WKH�6RPPH��-XO\�r���
 November 1916)

the dark angel
Dir. Sidney Franklin | 1935 | Samuel Goldwyn
Starring: Merle Oberon, Frederic March, Herbert 
Marshall

Three childhood friends have their lives and 
relationships changed forever by the war. 
Alan (Frederic March) and Gerald (Herbert 
Marshall) head off to war, leaving behind 
the woman they both love, Kitty (Merle 
Oberon). During battle, one jeopardises 
the other out of jealousy, and things for 
the trio might never be the same again. 
Winning an Oscar® for its art direction, this 
is a beautiful, poignant war epic.

in love and war  
Dir. Richard Attenborough | 1996 | Warner
6WDUULQJ��6DQGUD�%XOORFN��&KULV�2n�'RQQHOO

Sandra Bullock and Chris O’Donnell 
star in this romantic drama about Ernest 
Hemingway’s experiences as a young 
soldier during the war. When Hemingway 
(O’Donnell) is wounded and sent to 
recuperate in a military hospital, he falls 
in love with the nurse (Bullock) who looks 
after him. Aspects of the pair’s doomed 
romance would later come to feature in 
Hemingway’s writings, including A Farewell 

to Arms.
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finding the funnY 
side
the bond 
Dir. Charles Chaplin | 1918 | Cohen
Starring: Charles Chaplin

A curious one-reel short from Chaplin made for the Liberty 
Loan Committee as part of a fundraising drive for the war effort. 
Charlie performs some typical comic scenes against unusually 
stylised backdrops and combines these narratives with an overt 
propaganda message – it all culminates in Chaplin bashing the 
Kaiser on the head with an oversized mallet advertising Liberty 
Bonds.

 Liberty Bonds first issued (24th April 1917)

king of hearts
Dir. Philippe de Broca | 1966 | MGM
6WDUULQJ��$ODQ�%DWHV��*HQHYLÂYH�%XMROG

An absurdist comedy exploring the madness of war, and a cult hit 
that became one of the longest running films in U.S. history. Alan 
Bates plays Charles Plumpick, a lone Scottish soldier who is sent 
into a French town near the front lines to disarm a bomb left there 
by the Germans. The town has been abandoned by everyone 
apart from the inhabitants of the local insane asylum who make 
themselves at home and, upon meeting Plumpick, crown him the 
King of Hearts.

soldier man  
Dir. Harry Edwards | 1926 | Cohen
Starring: Harry Langdon, Natalie Kingston

Silent star Harry Langdon appears here as a lost soldier who 
wanders the battlefields after the war has ended. After being 
pursued by a farmer, he finds himself in Bomania where he is 
an exact double for the lost King. He is enthroned by a thankful 
people, only to discover that he might have some problems with a 
beautiful, unsatisfied queen.

the strong man  
Dir. Frank Capra | 1926 | Cohen
Starring: Harry Langdon, Priscilla Bonner

Frank Capra’s directorial debut sees him channel Harry Langdon’s 
comic talents through his social sensibility in this tale of a Belgian 
veteran searching the United States for the woman he loves. 
Having met as pen pals during the war, Paul (Langdon) has become 
infatuated with Mary (Priscilla Bonner) and tours the country as an 
assistant to a strong man act in an attempt to find her.
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related conflicts
nicholas and alexandra 
Dir. Franklin J. Schaffner | 1971 | Sony
Starring: Michael Jayston, Janet Suzman

Nominated for six Academy Awards®, and winning two for its art 
direction and costume design, this is a sumptuous biography detailing 
the last days of the Russian monarchy. Ineffectual rule and a changing 
world wracked by war and revolution means that the days are numbered 
for Tsar Nicholas II (Michael Jayston) and his wife, Tsarina Alexandra 
(Janet Suzman).

 Execution of the Russian Royal Family (17th July 1918)

michael collins
Dir. Neil Jordan | 1996 | Warner
Starring: Liam Neeson, Julia Roberts, Aidan Quinn

Winning the Golden Lion and a best actor award for Liam Neeson at the 
Venice Film Festival, this historical biopic is one of the most successful 
Irish films ever made. Neeson stars as the titular revolutionary, a 
survivor of the Easter Uprising who emerged as a driving force in 
the establishment of the Irish Free State in the 1920s and who was 
later vilified by those hoping to create a completely independent Irish 
republic.

 Easter Rising (April 1916)
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forgotten men:  
the war as it was
Dir. Norman Lee | 1934 | StudioCanal

With an introduction from Sir Ian Hamilton (commander at the 
Battle of Gallipoli), this documentary uses archival footage 
and interviews with veterans to tell the story of the war as it 
happened. 

great battles of the great 
war
Dir. Ed Skelding | 1999 | ITV

The great set-pieces battles of the war – Gallipoli, the Somme 
and Messines/Passchendaele – are explored in this television 
series which combines unique archive footage with carefully 
researched location photography, transporting the viewer back 
to the exact spot where so many momentous events occurred.
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jericho (aka dark 
sands)
Dir. Thorton Freeland | 1937 | Cohen
Starring: Paul Robeson, Henry Wilcoxon

Sailing to France during the war, Jericho (Paul 
Robeson) accidentally causes the death of his 
sergeant and is sentenced to death for murder. He 
escapes to the African desert, becomes the leader 
of a desert tribe, marries and has a son. When 
his pursuers finally catch up with him, they must 
reconsider whether or not Jericho is the criminal they 
believed him to be.

sallY in our alleY
Dir. Maurice Elvey | 1932 | StudioCanal
Starring: Gracie Fields, Ian Hunter

Featuring some of her iconic musical numbers, this 
bittersweet wartime romance was Gracie Fields’ first 
film role. Waitress Sally Winch (Fields) believes her 
soldier boyfriend (Ian Hunter) has died in the trenches 
when she stops receiving letters from him. In reality, 
he’s only been injured but has stopped writing so as 
to not become a burden on Sally. Still grieving years 
later, Sally’s fortunes change when her boyfriend 
eventually returns.

nurse edith cavell
Dir. Herbert Wilcox | 1939 | Cohen
Starring: Anna Neagle, Edna May Oliver, George Sanders

A gripping account – based on a true story – of the 
martyrdom of Edith Cavell. Nurse Cavell’s Brussels 
hospital cares for friend and foe alike, and becomes 
the focal point in an underground system assisting 
refugees and escaped POWs over the border to 
Holland. When the German High Command accuses 
her of espionage, she is arrested, tried and sentenced 
to death before a firing squad.

            Execution of Edith Cavell (12th October 1915)

the fighting 69th
Dir. William Keighley | 1940 | Warner
6WDUULQJ��-DPHV�&DJQH\��3DW�2n�%ULHQ

Here, James Cagney plays Jerry Plunkett, a loud-
mouthed misfit who refuses to integrate into his unit 
and whose self-serving actions cost his comrades 
dearly. When a chance to redeem himself comes, it 
may require the ultimate sacrifice from Jerry.
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the roaring twenties
Dir. Raoul Walsh | 1939 | Warner
Starring: James Cagney, Humphrey Bogart, Jeffrey Lynn

A gangster classic and the final collaboration between 
James Cagney and Humphrey Bogart. Three men who 
meet during the war find themselves reconnecting years 
later as they all try to cash-in on the bootlegging racket 
sweeping America under prohibition.  The former comrades’ 
allegiances change as their respective criminal empires rise 
and fall.

          18th Amendment is ratified (16th January 1919)

legends of the fall
Dir. Edward Zwick | 1994 | Sony
Starring: Anthony Hopkins, Brad Pitt

A sweeping, romantic epic following the exploits of the 
Ludlow family. The family patriarch (Anthony Hopkins) 
moves the Ludlows to the remote wildernesses of Montana 
around the turn of the century, and then watches as his 
three sons are transformed by the war they go off to fight 
in, the historical changes they live through and the women 
they love.

bad hats
Dir. Pascal Ortega | 1982 | Film4
Starring: Marcel Bozzuffi, Mick Ford

Two soldiers from the Western Front meet in a field ten miles 
behind the trenches of the Somme. One is French, one is 
English – both are deserters. Forming an uneasy alliance, 
they steal a boat and sail to Ireland and safety. The welcome 
they get is far from what they expected, and the fate that has 
dogged them from the beginning keeps closing in.

joYeux noel
Dir. Christian Carion | 2005 | Sony
6WDUULQJ��'DQLHO�%UÖKO��*DU\�/HZLV��*XLOODXPH�&DQHW

A fictional account based the widespread true stories of the 
unofficial truces between Allied and German forces that 
spread along the frontlines during the festive period. Now 
commonly referenced as an example of the overlooked 
humanity of the soldiers that fought in the war, Joyeux Noel 
depicts groups of German, French and Scottish soldiers 
getting together at Christmas to bury their dead and 
fraternise with one another.

          Christmas Truce (December 1914)
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the englishman 
who went up a hill 
but came down a 
mountain
Dir. Christopher Monger | 1995 | Miramax
Starring: Hugh Grant, Ian McNeice, Tara Fitzgerald

A charming comedy of manners - 
improbably based on a true story - that 
sees a small Welsh village band together 
in an act of symbolic collaboration as 
the war rages in the background. When 
two English cartographers arrive at the 
village to measure its “mountain”, they 
cause outrage by declaring it a mere hill. 
The villagers then hatch a plan to build a 
cairn on top of the hill and have its status 
changed before the cartographers can 
leave.

captured!
Dir. Roy Del Ruth | 1933 | Warner
Starring: Leslie Howard, Douglas Fairbanks Jr

Two best friends are unexpectedly reunited 
when they find themselves housed in the 
same prisoner of war camp. One doesn’t 
seem too happy to see the other, and it 
eventually emerges that he’s been having 
a secret affair with his friend’s wife from 
an earlier whirlwind romance. The friends 
have to decide if their personal quarrel or 
the freedom or their fellow inmates is the 
most important thing to them.

everYthing is 
thunder
Dir. Milton Rosmer | 1936 | ITV/MGM
Starring: Douglass Montgomery, Constance Bennett

A Canadian officer (Douglass Montgomery) 
escapes from a prison of war camp by 
stabbing a sentry to death with a set of wire 
cutters. After several narrow escapes on the 
run, he reaches Berlin and is befriended by 
Anna (Constance Bennett). The two plan 
to escape to Holland together, but are 
pursued by a detective every step of the 
way.
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forever england (aka 
brown on resolution)
Dir. Walter Forde | 1935 | ITV
Starring: Sir John Mills

The film that gave Sir John Mills his first leading role, 
here he plays our protagonist, Brown. Born after a 
brief affair between his mother and a naval officer, he 
joins the Royal Navy during the war. After his ship is 
initially captured, Brown steals a rifle and preoccupies 
the German crew as British reinforcements close in – 
he becomes a hero in the process.

courage mountain
Dir. Christopher Leitch | 1990 | MGM
Starring: Charlie Sheen, Leslie Caron

Heidi is a teenager who is forced to leave her 
grandfather when she’s sent off to an Italian 
boarding school at the outbreak of WWI. When 
the school falls to the Germans, she escapes her 
captors and flees through the war-torn countryside 
and is eventually reunited with her boyfriend (played 
by Charlie Sheen).

mY boY jack
Dir. Brian Kirk | 2007 | ITV
Starring: Daniel Radcliffe, Kim Cattrall

Appearing in one of his first roles since Harry Potter, 
Daniel Radcliffe leads an all-star cast that also 
includes Kim Cattrall, Carey Mulligan and David 
Haig in this television adaptation of Haig’s 1997 
play. The story follows the fates of Rudyard Kipling 
and his son Jack, as Jack goes off to war and goes 
missing whilst his father tries desperately to track him 
down.

the woman disputed
Dir. Henry King & Sam Taylor | 1928 | Cohen
Starring: Norma Talmadge, Gilbert Roland, Arnold Kent

One of silent star Norma Talmadge’s last roles sees 
her playing an Austrian prostitute who catches the 
eye of two officers just before the beginning of the 
war: one an Austrian, the other a Russian. Mary 
(Talmadge) chooses the Austrian, breaking the 
Russian’s heart and driving a wedge between the two 
friends. The Russian’s ill-feeling is magnified after the 
outbreak of war when he finds himself in charge of 
the captured Austrian town which his old flame now 
calls home.
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1915

1916

1917

1918

keY ww1 dates film dates
-XQH���WK����)UDQFLV�)HUGLQDQG�DVVDVVLQDWHG�DW�6DUDMHYR

July 28th  - Austria declared war on Serbia
August 4th  - Britain declared war on Germany

September 6th  - Battle of the Marne started

October 18th  - First Battle of Ypres

July 1st  - Start of the Battle of the Somme

April 6th  - USA declared war on Germany

November 11th  - Germany signed an armistice with the 
$OOLHV�r�WKH�RIILFLDO�GDWH�RI�WKH�HQG�RI�:RUOG�:DU�2QH

December 25th  - Joyeux Noel, see p23

February  - Paths of Glory, see p5

October 12th  - Nurse Edith Cavell, see p22

March 21st  - Flyboys, see p16
April  - Michael Collins, see p21

July 26th  - African Queen, see p6

July - November - A Very Long Engagement, see p19

April 6th  - Hellbent for Glory, see p16 
April 24th  - The Bond, see p20

July 6th  - Lawrence of Arabia (Battle of Aqaba), see p4

November  - Knight Without Armour, see p12

April 21st  - Von Richthofen and Brown, see p16

July 17th - Nicholas and Alexandra, see p21

September - Wings, see p7
October 8th - Sergeant York, see p6

April 25th-Jan 9th - Great Battles of the Great War, see p21

July - November - Great Battles of the Great War, see p21

July - November - Great Battles of the Great War, see p21

January 16th - The Roaring Twenties, see p23

April 25th  - Allied Troops land at Gallipoli

July 31st  - Start of the Battle of Passchendaele
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